Preface for Politicians            Iv

Denshawai, written to Sir Edward Grey the day after the
shooting party. It says that "orders will shortly be issued
by the General prohibiting officers in the army from shoot-
ing pigeons in the future under any circumstances what-
ever/' But pray why this prohibition, if, as the tribunal
declared, the officers were "guests [actually guests !~\ who
had done nothing to deserve blame"?

Mr Findlay is another interesting official correspondent
of Sir Edward. Even after the trial, at which it had been
impossible to push the medical evidence further than to say
that the officer who died of sunstroke had been predisposed
to it by the knocking about he had suffered and by his
flight under the Egyptian sun, whilst the officers who had
remained defenceless in the hands of the villagers were in
court, alive and well, Mr Findlay writes that the four
hanged men were "convicted of a brutal and premeditated
murder," and complains that "the native press disregards
the fact" and " is being conducted with such an absolute
disregard for truth as to make it evident that large sums of
money have been expended." Mr Findlay is also a bit of
a philosopher. "The Egyptian, being a fatalist," he says,
" does not greatly fear death, and there is therefore much
to be said for flogging as a judicial punishment in Egypt."
Logically, then, the four hanged men ought to have been
flogged instead. But Mr Findlay does not draw that con-
clusion. Logic is not his strong point: he is a man of feel-
ing, and a very nervous one at that. "I do not believe
that this brutal attack on British officers had anything
directly to do with political animosity. It is, however,
due to the insubordinate spirit which has been sedulously
fostered during the last year by unscrupulous and interested
agitators." Again, " it is my duty to warn you of the de-
plorable effect which is being produced in Egypt by the
fact that Members of Parliament have seriously called in
question the unanimous sentence passed by a legally con-
stituted Court, of which the best English and the best
native Judge were members. This fact will, moreover,